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COBALT STUDIOS

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

HELLO!

Welcome to Spring 2026. Here
we go... Your jam-packed guide to
all things Cobalt over the next 10
weeks!

To keep it simple, we think it's full of varied,
great stuff for all kinds of people, and really
hope you will agree and fancy coming along!
Lots more updates on page 14, but a few key
notes from us and things for you to look out
for...

For those interested in brand new music and
wanting to hear it first: we welcome two artist
residencies this season with Aubrey Taeu-
ber & Freyja Pitchers (Jan 30th-Feb 5th) and
Maurice Louca (Feb 17th-20th). There will

be a sharing session for both, and your ears
& support are appreciated. And, of course,
FRESH every Thursday is always a showcase
for all things new music!

For those of you who have DIY ideas you
want to bring to life, or if you simply want to
know more about Cobalt & other DIY pro-
jects —how it happened, how we do, what we
do & much more — come to our DIY Clinic on
March 2nd.

For the electronic headz, this season has
ended up unintentionally almost entirely
dedicated to the UK underground. It's a huge
celebration of all that's great in UK dance
music right now, and there are some belter
B2B's to watch out for.

For all oldies reading this, please come and
help us keep the dancefloor age diverse...
Own the space, cut some shapes, get back
in touch with the simple power of a good old
dance! We live by our motto: ‘Never never
stop dancing'!

For those who want to learn and do crea-
tive stuff, we've expanded our ‘Learn & Do’
options: get horizonal, get drumming, get
drawing, get dancing... The list goes on! All
sessions are relaxed, informal and welcom-

ing.

Here's to Spring!
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Need a little winter warmer & joy? Led by the Geordie Brazilian community and open
to absolutely everybody, get yourself along to some or all of these carnival events to

celebrate Brazilian sunshine and culture.

(FEB 15)
Samba no Pé Danc

e Workshop w. Alé

12.30PM / £10-18

Samba no Pé dance is a vivacious celebration
of Brazil's rich heritage, a dance that unites
cultures and transcends boundaries. Lace up
your dancing shoes and revel in the rhythm!
First hour for absolute beginners, second hour
choreography & improver technique.

(FEB 28)

\] Rodade Timbal: Afro-Brazilian
Hand-Drumming w. Nik

2PM / £8-13

The timbal is one of the most versatile and
exciting Afro-Brazilian percussion instruments.
Learn the basic techniques, rhythms and cultur-
al context of the instrument and its place within
the Brazilian musical tradition in this hands-on
masterclass with percussionist Nik Alevroyian-

Festa de Carnaval: Gustavo&The |/
Brasukas + Roda de Samba

7PM / £11-15

Tamo de novol!l Celebrate Carnaval and the 1st
birthday of Newcastle's Roda de Sambal! Fea-
turing Banda Zuéra, Gustavo Andrade and The
Brasukas live on stage, and DJ Sista Soul on the
decks, this is going to be our biggest party yet!

10.30PM / £9-14
(£5 for gig attendees)

A devoted collector, crate-digger and ethno-
musicologist, Poly-Ritmo brings heat to the hips
and feet with vibrant selections from around
the globe. Her deep knowledge shines through
soulful, percussive and eclectic selections,
often including zouk, Brazilian boogie, broken
beat, soukous, salsa, disco and soca.

TICKETSTOALL
OF OUR WEEKLY
EVENTS..

OPENHOUSE

A\

LEARN&DO FRESH

ALLLIVEMUSIC CLUBNIGHTS
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HIGHLIGHTS

RESIDENEIES

A Cosset Recital By Aubrey
Taeuber & Freyja Pitchers

[T

In residency from Jan 30th
Sharing session Feb 5th

Aubrey & Freyja will be in residency

at Cobalt for a week, exploring and
deepening into a shared practice

they refer to as 'Cosset, in which they
devise and devote objects, acts and
rituals to each other. Cosset, complete
with its own commandments, needs to
be shared to grant others use of its in-
dulgent care and catalytic effect upon
making —join us in a magical recital of
its new iteration.

N Maurice Louca's Fera with
Ayman Asfour

In residency from Feb 17th
Sharing session Feb 20th

A celebrated performer & founding
member of bands Lekhfa and Dwarfs
of East Agouza, Maurice Louca is one
of the most talented names to have
emerged from Egypt's thriving experi-
mental arts scene. Guided by dynamic
experimentation and collaborative

N f54 Presents:
Maria Somerville

(FEB 15) 7PM / £12.5

Drawing deeply from her Irish roots,
Maria Somerville weaves folk forms
alongside post-punk, traditional
motifs, starry eyed pop and hypnotic
drones to create wholly original music.
Like a quiet, mist-covered morning
along the windswept coast of Conne-
mara, her sound is an invitation to
pause, listen, and reflect.

SPECIALS

REEE|S
V/ARENININESS DA

Come to our cosy Cobaltjazz café...

Rebel Valentine's Café: Fer-
gus Quill plays Xero Slingsby
+ Tom Waits for No Man

(FEB 14) 7PM / £10-14 or
£22 with dinner

Alternative Valentine's night out for re-
bel hearts & minds - singles, couples,
polys, opens, friends & lovers all wel-
come. A musical homage to the Leeds
alt-jazz pioneer Xero Slingsby from
rising star Fergus Quill, and a female-
fronted homage to the excellence of
Tom Waits from local jazz legends. No
imitation, just celebration!

... Or venture out fora museum disco adventure!

A\

BOOK LAUNGCIH]

Great North Museum:
Hancock x Cobalt:
Valentine's Treasure Ball

S f

(FEB 14) 7PM / £10

We have teamed up with the Hancock
museum for a very special late-night
ball that will transform their exhibition
halls with sounds, sights, and scents.
Dress to impress in your sparkliest
outfits and dance the night away to
feel-good dance tracks, celebrating
love in every formin a space we all
lovel!

Bird Stories in Ecocritical Art
History & Art w. Olga Smith

+ Andrew Patrizio + Hanna
Tuulikki

(FEB 25) 4PM / FREE

Publication launch featuring readings
by editors O. Smith and A. Patrizio,
with focus on birds in multispecies
perspectives on art and art history.

H. Tuulikki invites us to listen to the
stories of kinship in a different register,
by engaging with birds through voice
and music.




[4] COBALT STUDIOS
MON (MAKE SPACE) : TUES (MAKE MUSIC) : WEDS  (MAKE ART)
Gong Bath w. Tracey West Open House: Play

26 23 23
B FEE I 7PM/£10-14

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
Animmersive sonic massage and a cellular
cleanse for your mind, body and soul. You can lay
down and rest in stillness, stretch or move while
experiencing cascading layers of sound.

A Night of Balfolk

02 |30
FEB N 6.30PM/ PAYF

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
From French partner dancing to Greek wedding
choreographies. Focusing on European folk dance
(balfolk), the DIY Ceilidh team will teach dances and
play music for this connective night.

Steering Group

— 7PM/FREE

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
We want to make Cobalt as equal, inclusive, acces-
sible and diverse as we can. The steering group,
hosted by an independent chair, is an openinvite

to give us feedback and ideas, and have your voice
heard.

Space in Between: Deep Lis-
tening Meditation

FEB 7PM/ £5-10 SUGG.

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
A moment of stillness in an ever-rushing world. No
phones, no talking, no bright lights; just candles, in-
cense, tea, guided meditation and a flowing sound-
scape of ambient music, taking you on a journey of
deep listening, collective rest and introspection.

DIY Clinic

02
MAR
7PM/ £5 SUGG.

Do you have a DIY idea you want to get going
with? Are you curious about Cobalt and other DIY
projects? Come to DIY clinic for informal evening
of chatter, knowledge sharing to learn how it hap-
pened, how we do, what we do & much more!

Bollywood & Belly Dance and
Dahl

MAR 7PM/£12-16

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
A fun, saucy calorie-burning body workout. Simple
moves with great results. You will be smiling all the
way through. After dancing we will provide a simple
bowl of dahl & bread for all. Suitable for all levels.

Wellness Workshop For Your
Gut

E 7PM/ £5 SUGG.

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
A warm, nourishing workshop focused on gut,
hormone health and feeling your best as you step
into spring. Learn how to optimise digestion, boost
energy and immunity, with Q&A & take-home
resources.

(Every Tues in Co-working)

K] 10
FEB FEB

03 10
MAR MAR
i i 7PM/ £5 SUGG.

An openinvitation to everybody to come and make
spontaneous improvised music. No musical back-
ground needed; listeners also welcome.

L.A.D.S (Ladies & Decks)

27 |17
JAN FEB MAR 6PM/ £5SUGG.

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
Ladies' open decks & social. Calling all women/gen-
der non-conforming folks who DJ or want to learn
to DJ! Meet like-minded people who love music
and learn through chatting, mixing, sharing notes
and generally addressing the lack of women/GNC
artists on the decks.

Radical Choir w. Bethany Ellen

03 03
FEB MAR |MAR oM/ 50

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
If hope is a muscle, join us as we explore our mutual
strength through music, creating connections and
community through collaborative song. All wel-
come —no previous choir experience is necessary.

Freshly Squeezed Open Mic

24 24
FEB |MAR 6PM/ £3 SUGG.

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
Freshly Squeezed returns! A welcoming monthly
open mic night at Cobalt led by Jayne Dent (aka

Me Lost Me), listeners and performers all welcome.
Arrive early to secure a slot!

Djembe Drumming Workshop

FEB 7PM/£10-14

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
Discover your inner drummer and immerse your-
self in the rhythms and stories and a deeper ap-
preciation for the cultural tapestry of West Africa.
An engaging exploration of drumming techniques
and rhythmic patterns, designed for all levels & no
prior musical experience is necessary!

Sacred Harp Singing Work-
shop w. Phil Tyler

MAR 7PM/ £5 SUGG.

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
Learn the basics of Sacred Harp/ Shape Note sing-
ing, a form of social harmony singing. Inclusive and
non-denominational, singers of all faiths and none.
Anyone is welcome to come along and joiniin, it's
easy & beautiful!

Life Drawing

6.30PM/ £9
00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
Chilled life drawing in a relaxed environment with
gentle music, colourful lighting, fully licensed bar &
hot drinks. No judgement —just drawings.

Life Drawing w. Improv Music

FEB 6PM/£12-16

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
A relaxed evening session of life drawing with
coloured light & candles, alongside a gorgeous

live improvised music performance by Lindsay
Hannon.

Drawing is Easy w. Mark
Bletcher

— 6.30PM/£10-14

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
Join artist Mark Bletcher to look closely at every-
day objects and playfully experiment with mark-
making and ink. You will go home with something to
be proud of!

Downtempo Collage Café

04 01
iLCY APR 6.30PM/ £5-9

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
Downtempo soundscape backdrop, access to lots
of old Cobalt posters for collaging & simple food
available. Come along on your own or with friends
for an evening of making art and connections.

Introduction to Leathercraft w.
Minuel Designs

MAR 6.30PM/ £5-15

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
A fun evening of crafting, which will teach you the
foundational skills for designing leather acces-
sories and shoemaking. Through demonstrations
and guided practice, you will learn how to work

with leather, use professional tools and complete a
small leather accessory from start to finish.

SPRING SEASON 2026
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SAT LEARN & DO

(MAKE IT UP)

SAT

RADIOPHONICXx

31 14
JAN MAR

2PM/ £5 SUGG.

Curated and presented by Gabriele Heller, together
we listen to exciting and award-winning radio

art from around the world. Experience thought-
provoking audio drama, poetic sound pieces,
experimental narratives and surrealistradioina
relaxed atmosphere.

The Queer Life Drawing
Experience

07
FEB

2PM/£9-13

Join artist Mark Bletcher for a life-drawing session
with a twist. Take turns as model (clothed) and
artist, using non-traditional materials like coloured
markers and pens to reimagine and ‘queer’ the life-
drawing process in a supportive & inclusive space.

UV Life Drawing

14
FEB

2PM/£12-16

Bar, UV light, cosmic tunes, neon paint, life model,
fluro props, neon chalk markers & black paper —
this is life drawing with a twist! Our life model will be
painted in neon by an artist, starting with minimal
marks & building up to a fully-fledged body canvas
of marks.

L.A.D's Masterclass

07
MAR

2PM/ £5 SUGG.

A deeper insight into both the technical & cultural
sides of DJing, with space for questions, hands-

on practice and shared learning. We'll chat music
selection, creative identity, navigating the music
industry & more... Open to women & gender expan-
sive folks of all skill levels.

Open Circuit: Music Makers'
Social

21
MAR

2PM/ £5 SUGG.

Cosy social and pop-up studio for producers &
the musically curious. Bring your synths and WIPs
—there will be gear to play with, friendly advice &
feedback, ajam session, and a rare opportunity to
hear your tracks on a lush club sound system.

Life Drawing w. Improv Music

28
MAR

2PM/£12-16
00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
Arelaxed afternoon session of life drawing with
coloured light & candles, alongside a gorgeous
live improvised music performance by Lindsay
Hannon.

Family Café Charcoal

04
APR

2PM/ £12-£16 per adult & child
extra child or adult ticket £10

00 0000000000000 000000000000000 00
An afternoon of artist-led playful experimental life
drawing with focused perspectives, dramatic light-
ing & old-time tunes that will get your ideas rollin'
and your pencils scratchin' This edition will feature
a clothed model —young drawers (8+) & parents
welcome.
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FRESH

O5/FEB

29/JAN

Dan Coulthurst +
Oh No Noh

Robot programmer, mag-
netic tape crumpler and
composer Markus Rom
forms an orchestra out of
everyday surroundings &
Dan Coulthurst is a trum-
peter, composer and band
leader making powerful
spiritual jazz.

CONTEMPORARY JAZZ/
TRUMPET / KRAUT /
SOUNDSCAPE / INSTRUMENTAL

05/MAR

Flo/Ra +

Maya Kally

Flo/ra explores themes of
neurodivergence, identity
and grief, while Maya Kally
brings deep and intellectual
soul-jazz music that con-
templates illness, addiction,
heartbreak, loneliness and
the passing of time.

CONTEMPORARY JAZZ/
TRUMPET / KRAUT /
SOUNDSCAPE / INSTRUMENTAL

Raiments + Nancy
Molinos +

A Cosset Recital by
Aubrey Taeuber &
Freyja Pitchers

Bowed acoustic guitar,
avant-garde drone-scapes,
funk infused off-kilter lyr-
ics & nostalgic melodies,
un-trad folk music, and
following their residency at
Cobalt, Aubrey and Freyja
will be sharing a new itera-
tion of their practice called
'‘Cosset.

AMBIENT / EXPERIMENTAL /
PSYCHEDELIC JAZZ / DRONE/
PERFORMANCE

12/MAR

Howie Reeve +
Yakka Doon

Underground, unexpected,
fragmented and dexterous
music that takes in post-
punk and avant-folk meets
folk songs from Yakka Doon
that paint bleak landscapes,
and the hardy people and
politics of the North East,
through flat vowels and
strictly necessary guitar-
bedding.

AVANT-FOLK / HEARTCRAFT /
EXPERIMENTAL / POST-PUNK /
UNDERGROUND

12/FEB

Foundling +

Witch 'n' Monk

An evening of two halves.
Latin American flutes, elec-
tronics, complex vocal lines,
a touch of Frank Zappa
lyricism and a radical punk
aesthetic equals dramati-
cally bizarre vocal music
from another dimension.
Foundling weave voice,
harp, percussion, flutes

and electronics into serene
music for soothing hearts in
anxious times.

AVANT ROCK/ POST-JAZZ /
PROG FOLK /DREAM POP / NEW
AGE / MEDITATION

19/MAR

Mary Ocher +
Penny Black

Playful wonked-out pop
melded with deconstructed
techno and cosmic synth
compositions — equally
fierce, revolutionary and a
cheery challenge to pres-
sures of capitalism and
technocracy. Hailing from
Scotland, Penny Black
brings alternative, dark
piano electro pop.

AVANT-POP / ELECTRO / POST-
PUNK / DARK PIANO / BOUNDARY
PUSHING / JOYFUL REVOLUTION

19/FEB

Matthew C. Whi-

taker + Shunya

Offering a serene listening,
Matthew C. Whitaker (aka
HENGE frontman) presents
his brand new 2nd solo
album, Songs for the Weary.
Graceful compositions
weave classical guitar, rich
string arrawngements and
subtle electronics into richly
textured soundscapes. The
evening also features a solo
set from Shunya.

JAZZ-FOLK / SINGER-SONG-
WRITER/ ALT POP / SOULFUL /
SOUNDSCAPE

26/MAR

Mara Simpson +
Chrysanths

Synth arpeggios, sweeping
string motifs, tape ma-
chines, analogue synths and
field recordings to creates
music centred around blue
spaces, ancient land and
artefact. Chrysanths brings
reflective, bucolic, down-
tempo piano songs with
soaring string orchestra,
synths, drums and nostalgic
lyrics full of melancholic
magic.

NEOCLASSICAL / GENRE-DEFY-
ING / ELECTRO-ACOUSTIC / MEL-
LOW / SINGER-SONGWRITER

WEEKLY BRAND NEW
MUSIC, DINNER & BOARD
GAMES

(DOORS 7PM/ £8-15)

26/FEB

Outri + Faye
Maccalman +
Jeremy
Bradfield
(Live AV)

Immersive journey joining
improv jazz, leftfield bass
and experimental live visu-
als in a very special one-off
show that the trio have
dreamed up with Cobaltin
mind — do not miss!

IMMERSIVE / LIVE VISUALS /
EXPERIMENTAL JAZZ / IMPROV /
JOURNEY

02/APR

s

Grey Tapes +

Sam Baxter

Hip-hop, trip-hop, jazz,
electronica, ambient and
lo-fi textures meets a solo
warm & emotional blend of
electric/acoustic guitars,
drones, and fiddle. Two mu-
sical acts on opposite ends
of a spectrum, both so well-
loved & both with brand new
work that we decided to put
them on the same night and
start Easter the right way!

ELECTRONICA / FUTURE BEATS /
LIVE SAMPLING / HYPNAGOGIC /
EXPERIMENTAL FOLK

NEW MUSIC / HOME COOKED FOOD / BOARD GAMES

SPRING SEASON 2026
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NEW MUSIC WITH DINNER & BOARD GAMES

—RESE

WHAT IS A FRESH GIG?

FRESH happens every Thursday

during our open seasons &is a

platform to bring you fresh new music,
served up alongside a homecooked plant-
based meal, board games, and candles.

We do this because it can be hard to get people to
take risks and come out to hear music they don't
know yet, but all artists and musicians need to start
somewhere, and there is such a huge amount of
high-quality music out there just waiting to be heard.

These gigs are cosy, community driven, usually seat-
ed & more often than not gentle, listening type gigs

- but not always! Expect to travel between jazz based
music, alt-folk, experimental, electronic, singer-song-
writer, and sometimes it's just genre defying.

If you buy the gig & dinner ticket, you get a ‘one meal
suits all' homecooked meal with your ticket. We usu-
ally cook the food from scratch and dinner is well
suited to lovers of vegetables and wholesome cook-
ing: it's usually something like a dahl, veggie chilli,
tacos, roast veg or similar. Our baseline is vegan,
sometimes with veggie options; we can cater for nut/
gluten free meals, but nuts & gluten are used in the
kitchen, so if you have serious allergies, please bear
that in mind. If you would like to eat, you have to buy
the tickets in advance, as we usually sell out & can't
guarantee food once you arrive.

Doors are at 7PM, we aim to get dinner ready by 8PM
and will bring it to you when it's ready... Music usually
starts around 8PM-ish, sometimes later if it's a busy
night for food (we are a tiny team!) and we aim to
have the music finished by 10-10.15PM.

If you want to come to the gig only, it's £8 — as always,
we are striving to make music available for every-
body. We hope/think it's obvious that quality music
and dinner for £11 is all about culture & community,
and that these events cost us money... If you can
afford to purchase a higher level ‘Cobalt supporters'
ticket and/or drinks at the bar, we appreciate the ad-
ditional help towards costs very much.

Hope to see you soon x

cos
ALT

SEASON

TICKET

10 THURSDAY NIGHTS / £100
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06/FEB

30/JAN

Wild Winter Party
w. Diddley Squat
+

allmyfriendsar-
esynths

A year without Diddley is a
year too long! Our annual
silly knees up & midwinter's
wildness! Fine traditional
Northumberland hardcore
reggae with shockingly
danceable bonkers elec-
tronica for starters!

DANCEFLOOR EUPHORIA /
FANATICAL OPTIMISM / REGGAE
/ BONKERS

7PM/£10-16

06/MAR

Brass Funkeys +
Support

The Brass Funkeys are
trailblazers in the new
generation of UK Brass
Bands. Over 14 years of
tearing up clubs and festival
stages across the UK and
Europe, they've refined an
eclectic and powerful sound
that brims with creativity,
groove, and infectious ener-
gy, marrying the vibrancy of
New Orleans with multiple
globe-spanning influences.

BRASS BAND / FUNK / JAZZ
FUSION / HIGH-ENERGY / BOLD

7PM/£10-16

LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

Mr. Scruff All
Night Long

No live band on stage this
evening, but it's not a night
to miss! Come alongto a
rare early-doors, gentle
start club night with the
iconic DJ, producer and
cartoonist Mr. Scruff. You're
in for a legendary set span-
ning far beyond electronic
genres, and a dance for a
good cause - see listing on
next page for details.

EARLY CLUB/ FOR THE DANCERS
/ GENRE-DEFYING / LIVEMC /
GLOBAL RHYTHMS

8PM/ £13-18

Soothsayers +
Rookie Numbers

Having just celebrated their
25th anniversary last year,
Soothsayers bring a truly
intoxicating dub experience
featuring a galaxy of reggae
& dub stars. Like the best
jambalaya, it's hot & spicy
and will leave you grinning
from ear to ear. Support
from ska-rave outfit Rookie
Numbers hailing from
Leeds.

AFROBEAT / DUB / GROOVE-
DRIVEN / REGGAE / JAZZ IMPROV|
/ INFECTIOUS ENERGY

7PM/ £10-16

13/FEB

e

Hedera +

Triangulum Hall

A collective of composers,
Hedera perform original
folk-inspired pieces, trans-
lated through a prism of
experimental minimalism
and contemporary classical
influences. Triangulum Hall
weave a gently unfolding
sound tapestry of slow-mo-
tion zen ambient goodness.

CHAMBER FOLK / CANDLE-LIT/
SOUNDSCAPE / CONTEMPORARY
CLASSICAL

7PM/£11-16

20/MAR

Theon Cross x
NYJO

A key figure in London's vital
jazz scene, Theon Cross is
one of those rare musicians
whose vision has redefined
their instrument. His unique
approach to the tuba has
expanded the instrument's
sonic possibilities in revolu-
tionary fashion, restoring it
to along-forgotten promi-
nence as a crucial part of
the contemporary jazz
ensemble.

JAZZ / AFRO-CARRIBEAN / TUBA
/ BASS AND RHYTHM / EXUBER-
ANT INVENTIVENESS

7PM/£8-16

FRILIVE

20/FEB

Maurice Louca's
Feraw. Ayman
Asfour + John
Garner & HHervé
Perez

Dynamic sound pilot, collab-
orative spark & celebrated
founding member of Dwarfs
of East Agouza, Maurice
Louca is one of the most
talented names in Egypt's
thriving experimental arts
scene.

HYPNOTIC POLYRHITHMS / NEW
MICROTONAL COMPROVISA-
TIONS / ARABIC PSYCHEDELIA

7PM/£10-14

27/MAR

Brigid Mae Power
+ Ben Cashell

Rooted equally in past &
present, dreamy folk-pop
purveyor Brigid brings a
touch of heaven in her voice
fused with the earthbound
epiphanies of her words.
Cellist Ben Cashell's music
spans loss, hollow politics,
life's joys and gender imbal-
ance.

RE-IMAGINED FOLK / SINGER-
SONGWRITER / CELLO / GENTLE
MUSINGS / IRISH ROOTS

7PM/£9-14

LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY
NIGHT

(DOORS 7PM/VARIOUS
PRICES)

27/FEB

Radio Hito +

Eddie Prévost,
Silvan Schmid,
Tom Wheatley

A gig of two halves: stripped
back poetic lyrics & elec-
tronic minimalism from
Italo-Vietnamese composer
meets unorthodox vibrant
free jazz energy.

CONTEMPLATIVE / POST-CLAS-
SICAL / LIEDER / AVANT-JAZZ /
FREE IMPROV

7PM/£7-11

03/APR

Friends +
Emma Coates

Harmonies to melt your
soul, hauntingly elegant
songs, sparkling highlife
guitar, bouncy groove — Me
and My Friends are back &
not a moment too soon!

JAZZ-FOLK/ AFROBEAT / HIGH-
LIFE / FUSION / LIFE-AFFIRMING
GROOVES

7PM/£10-16

SPRING SEASON 2026
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06/FEB

30/JAN

Manfredas All
Night Long

Jack of all trades & master
of many, king of cold-wave-
chug, electro-chug, and
neo-trance-chug, laced with
unruled psychedelic tunes
and wild, off-kilter ethno-
charms, along overdue
return.

CHUGGY / TRIPPY / HEADSY /
ELECTRO / LEFTFIELD DISCO /
MOTORIK RHYTHMS

11PM/ £9-14

06/MAR

SYNRG presents:
Harry McCanna +

Blake

Forward-thinking, dynamic
progression, meticulous
groove. Fabric resident
Harry McCanna brings his
otherworldly collection to
Cobalt to celebrate 5 years
of SYNRG.

MINIMAL / MICROHOUSE / TECH
HOUSE / UNDERGROUND

11PM/£12-15

Mr. Scruff All
Night Long

Early doors, ‘Miniature
Arena Tour'. We welcome
the legendary Mr. Scruff
for a full 6-hour journey
spinning soul, jazz, hip-hop,
house, electro, disco, funk,
breaks, afro, Latin, reggae
and all points in between.

SONIC STORYTELLING / EX-
PERIMENTAL BEATS / GLOBAL
RHYTHMS / GENRE-DEFYING

8PM-2AM/ £13-18

13/FEB

Harness -

Queer Rave w.
Bollibubbles

Harness returns with a
(almost) Valentine's night of
euphoric and sexy sound
from Manchester under-
ground icon Bollibubbles,
with support from AQFairii
and resident GayBoy.

QUEER / AFRO-HOUSE / GOSPEL
HOUSE / HI-ENERGY / DANCE-
FLOOR EUPHORIA

11PM/£10-14

20/FEB

Shy Bairns pre-
sents: Pierre B
B2B Cousin Dan

French DJ & eclectic digger
Pierre B meets local selec-
tor & long-term Shy Bairns
collaborator Cousin Dan
for a genre-crossing rare
grooves journey all-night-
long B2B.

FOR THE DIGGERS / TECH HOUSE
/ MINIMAL / DUBBY / VINYL
GROOVES

11PM/£9-15

MAKING SPACE FOR THE UNDERGROUND

MAKING SPACE
FORTHE
UNDERGROUND

(DOORS 11PM/ VARIOUS
PRICES)

27/FEB

,-L- -
T

Ruf Dug B2B Tia
Cousins

Ruf Dug melds Balearica,
street soul, 16-bit and
everything in between,
while Tia's sets draw from
house, techno, breaks and
leftfield sounds. Infectious
& eclectic groove-locked
dancefloor goodness.

SUN-DRENCHED / DUB-INFLECT-
ED BEATS / COSMIC DISCO /
LEFTFIELD GROOVES

11PM/£9-15

03/APR

He's back! A stalwart of
the underground for nearly
40 years, he continues to
bridge the legacy of the
past with the energy of the
now — always delivering
pure, unfiltered dancefloor
magic.

WILD ECLECTICISM / BALEARIC
/ E-SOUL / HOUSE / NU-DISCO /
WORLD

11PM/£12-17
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SAT LIVE

21/FEB

feeo +
Competition

Hazy beats for curious
minds. Impressionistic as-
semblage of drone, ambi-
ent, experimental electron-
ics & minimalist dance from
feeo meets experimental
pop. pitched down samples
& orchestral programming
from Competition.

ALT ELECTRONICA / EXPERI-
MENTAL POP / GLITCHY BEATS /
SAMPLE GRABS / CHAMBER MIDI

7PM/£9-13

LIVE MUSIC / WORKSHOPS / DRAG & MORE!
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14/FEB

Rebel Valentine's
Café: Fergus Quill
plays Xero Slings-
by + Tom Waits for
No Man

Alternative Valentine's night
out for rebel hearts & minds.
With a musical homage to
Leeds alt-jazz pioneer Xero
Slingsby from rising star
Fergus Quill, and a female-
fronted homage to the
excellence of Tom Waits
from local jazz legends. No
imitation, just celebration!

FOOD / COCKTAILS / JAZZ CAFE
/ ALT-JAZZ /| AVANT-GARDE
CABARET

7PM/£10-22

21/MAR

NUJO Jazz Jam

Student-run lively jazz jam
event with a party atmos-
phere. Bring your instru-
ment and join in, or just
come along to scream the
words — everyone's wel-
comel!

JAZZ CLASSICS / FUNKY BEATS /
IMPROV / COME AND JAM

7PM/£3

OFFGRID pre-
sents: Finkin's
Drift + Catch the
Sparrow

Reimagined traditional
melodies, pizzicato grooves,
intricate guitar tunes &
boundless improvisation
from Filkin's Drift, offset with
timeless tales of scorned
wives, sheltered princesses,
free-spirited poets and
crossdressing adventurers.

CANDLELIGHT GIG / POLY-
RHYTHMIC INTERPLAY / FIDDLE /
DREAM FOLK/ ACOUSTIC

7PM/ £8-12

28/MAR

OFFGRID pre-
sents: Janice
Burns & Jon
Doran + Miggins
Fiddle

Magical folk by candle-
light... Janice & Jon's musi-
cal storytelling comes alive
through spellbinding vocal
harmonies and sensitive
interplay between mandolin,
bouzouki & guitar. Support
from folk duo Miggins Fiddle
& poet Harry Gallagher.

CANDLELIGHT GIG / FOLK HAR-
MONIES / ROOTS / ACOUSTIC/
LIVING FOLK/ POETRY

7PM/£12-16

LIVEMUSIC/
WORKSHOPS /
DRAG & MORE

DOORS 7PM/
VARIOUS PRICES

28/FEB

Festa de Carnaval:
Gustavo & The
Brasukas + Roda
de Samba

Tamo de novo!! Celebrate
Carnaval and the 1st birth-
day of Newcastle's Roda
de Sambal Featuring Banda
Zuéra, Gustavo Andrade
and The Brasukas live on
stage, and DJ Sista Soul on
the decks, this is going to
be our biggest party yet!

RHYTHMS OF BRAZIL / SAMBA
/MPB/ AXE/FORRO / FREVO /
HIP-SWIVELING GROOVES

7PM/£11-15

04/APR

Latrine's Haus of
Fun

Haus returns, joined by NE
Lads and Open Drag Night
for a night like no other. Ex-
pect jaw dropping fashions,
larger than life characters
and mind-blowing talents...

RADICAL JOY / QUEER EXCEL-
LENCE / DRAG / HIGH CAMP /
HIGH JINX

7PM/£8-12

SPRING SEASON 2026
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MAKING SPACE
FORTHE
UNDERGROUND

DOORS 10.30PM/
VARIOUS PRICES

07/FEB

31/JAN

Far North: Locals'
Party w.
Edmondson,
Public Footpath &

SamiJ

2nd edition celebrating all
things 'Far North'. Come
early & start horizontal,
immersed in a downtempo
set from Sami J, move into
dancing beats with Public
Footpath, all the way to a
thumping finish with Ed-
mondson (lissoms.xyz).

IMMERSIVE / DOWNTEMPO / LO-
CAL SCENE / LEFTFIELD SONIC
JOURNEY / FOR CURIOUS EARS

8.30PM/ £5-9

07/MAR

Vera + Support
TBC

Unsung heroine of the vinyl
underground, Vera is a time-
served flawless selector

& sound crafter, intuitively
weaving the energy of the
room. Each set will take you
on her own unique vision-
ary journey deeper into the
dance.

LEFTFIELD EMOTIONAL JOUR-
NEY MUSIC / IMMERSIVE

10.30PM/ £9-15

Shonky +
Leo Robin

Parisian key player known
for his groovy, tech-driven
house sound, Shonky
emanates infections energy
from everything he touches.
Support from well-loved
resident Leo Robin.

TECH HOUSE / MINIMAL / HYP-
NOTIC GROOVES / INFECTIOUS
ENERGY / LET'S GO DEEPER

10.30PM/£11-16

14/MAR

presents: Confit
Dub + Garbo

Fresh from Bristol, Confit
Dub explores the outer
edges of high-energy
electro in a galactic live set,
joined by Grabo's minimalist
soundscapes.

MINIMAL / DEEP / LIVE / SPACEY /
PUMPING / ELECTRO / LIVE SET

10.30PM/ £8.90-13

14/FEB

Love International
Takeover: Dave
Harvey + Ellie

Stokes

Love International on Inter-
national Love Day! Team
Love founder Dave Harvey
moves through wonky
chuggers, house, breaks,
electro, EBM and disco
oddities, with Ellie Stokes
on leftfield house, indus-
trial tinged techno and 90s
motifs.

RARE CUTS / ELECTRO / ODD-
BALL CHUGGERS / TECH HOUSE /|
EBM / GENRE-FLUID

10.30PM/£11-16

21/MAR

Juiced with Gabbs
+ Molly Sinnott &
Sam Warren

Juiced invites devoted
Italian digger Gabbs for

his Newcastle debut. With
unique yet unpredictable
taste, expect a high-energy
night of 90's inspired house,
electro & everything in be-
tween from one of Europe’s
most genuine talents.

ELECTRO / HOUSE / HIGH-ENER-
GY /90'S GROOVES / TRANCE /
PEAK TIME FLOOR SHAKERS

10.30/£7-17

21/FEB

20 Years of
Wigflex

Lukas says... 'Cobalt means
so much to me, and is one
the best clubs in the UK. |
adore playing there, so it
makes perfect sense to
kick start the "20 Years of
Wigflex" tour in Newcastle.
Special guest TBC!

MIND-ALTERING RHYTHMS /
WONKY TECHNO STEPPERS /
CHUG / MINIMAL / BREAKS

10.30PM/£10-16

Chez de Milo B2B
AnnaWall

Chez de Milo weaves eclec-
tic, psychedelic-tinged sets
that move fluidly between
hypnotic grooves, leftfield
textures & cosmic rhythms.
Fabric resident since 2019,
Anna Wall is known for
precise, versatile selections
spanning house, techno,
electro & acid.

COSMIC TEXTURES / GALAXIAL
TECHNO / WAVE / BREAKS / ACID
/ SONIC TRANSCENDENCE

10.30/£9-15

Poly-Ritmo

A devoted collector, crate-
digger and ethnomusicolo-
gist, Poly-Ritmo brings heat
to the hips and feet with
vibrant selections from
around the globe. Her deep
knowledge shines through
soulful, percussive and
eclectic selections. £5 entry
if you come to Festa de
Carnaval before club!

BRAZILIAN BOOGIE / ZOUK/
SALSA / SOUKOUS / BROKEN
BEAT / DISCO / SOCA

10.30PM/ £9-14

04/APR

Bin Juice: Easter
Editionw. Josh

Bell & more

Prepare yourself for a mega
Easter serving of Bin Juice.
Expect top-notch DJs for
dancing, ultimate moments,
maximum efforts, love n
care —all queers, friends &
allies welcome. Get in the
bin!

QUEER / DRAG / HIGH OC-
TANE DANCE MUSIC / SLEEK
BASSLINES / PUMPING GROOVE

10.30PM/£10-15

MAKING SPACE FOR THE UNDERGROUND
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Creative Central NCL PRS Foundation Talent A new exciting youth

WHAT ELSE T X Cobalt Development Network

. arts collaboration
-
I S G O I N G O N c re at Ive We are working with NCC & Creative Central NCL on We are proud to be part of PRS Foundation’s Talent This February half-term, we're excited to be
; 1 the development of a very exciting new project due Development Network. This funding has enabled working on a mini-project with The Creative
? ce nt ra to launch this year. Here we are on site this morning us to install a video recording rig in the venue and Studio at balletLORENT & the National Youth
AT BA LT - ' chatting about progress. More info coming online kickstart our YouTube channel (check it out!), and Jazz Orchestra, creating new opportunities for
NDL soon... Keep your eyes peeled! last year we also collaborated with the brilliant Oram young people to make jazz, dance & be creative.
Awards. We are currently applying for our 3rd year NYJO are also bringing Theon Cross to Cobalt
Beyond our events, we've been working really Workir\g alongside other cultural organisations at the on Mar'ch 20.th, whgn the results of the young
frontline of talent development. people’s project will be performed ahead of the

hard at our partnerships, engagement and
community development plans. We love shar-
ing the bigger picture of what we're building,

so here is a little snapshot of just some of the Love |nternati0na|
stuff that's on the go at the moment... Ta keover S

We gotinvited to do a Cobalt takeover
boat party as part of the revered & very
well loved Love International festival, and
on Feb 14th (it was only fitting) you will
find legendary DJ & Love Int founder Dave
Harvey and Bristol underground legend
Ellie Stokes at our place, on the decks and
bringing a taste of the whole Love Interna-

tional brilliance to Cobalt. or simple busking-style gigs within our local community. We are
also able to give away ‘tester tickets’ for local people who haven't
E‘ S 7 been to Cobalt before, to invite people to experience sound-

gig.

i PRS = 1
* Foundation “aSag™

We are getting live music
offsite & into our community

With funding very gratefully received from the Arts Council
Grassroots Music Fund, we're able to deliver 15 workshops and/

checks or have a look around the building and learn more about

what we do here.
N A If you're involved with a community group in Shieldfield or Byker,

St Annes or Battlefield and would like to know more, please do
getin touch. You can also meet Ziad, who's helping us shape our
offsite engagement plan.

N
Smy

Digital development &
~membership projects
We're also developing an in-house ticketing plat- k

form with funding from NECA, which should save
us around £20k a year in booking fees and make it
much easier to share what's happening at Cobalt.
Alongside this, we're working on a new ‘Localship’
(Aka membership) as a way to support the venue,
protect diversity in the space, and give back to
loyal supporters through early access, discounts,
offers, and more.

L.A.D'shasa
dedicated
co-ordinator

With our most recent funding
from Youth Music, we're pleased
to be working with Hana, who is
helping coordinate & develop
the L.A.D’'s programme between
now and Easter. We hope to ap-
ply for more funding to keep this
work going after Easter.

Tyneside Promoters
Network

With support from the Tyneside Promoters
Network (funded by NECA), we've secured some
support towards bid-writer time - if we can get
more funds in place, this will be a big step to-
wards expanding our outreach work & it's good
to be part of the network.

We are getting electronic
music offsite & into our
community

What's happening in Meet Jamie Cook, who has pulled together an exciting

travelling electronic music studio. Together, we can offer

Our baCKyard? Great North Museu m: DJing and electronic music workshops to young people

in community settings between now and April — please
We're continuing to work towards transforming Ha nCOCK X CObaIt let us know if this would be of interest to you?
our backyard into a dedicated music hub, our Arts
Council Capital Fund application is in (fingers, toes, Meet Jamie Cook, who has pulled together an exciting
everything crossed!). And in the meantime, we're still travelling electronic music studio. Together, we can offer
renting some space to Saela Sauna, which helps us DJing and electronic music workshops to young people
pay our rent, and planning summer events to help in community settings between now and April — please

raise funds and keep momentum going. let us know if this would be of interest to you?
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